Minutes from June 5, 1999

NALFO  Chicago Summit

University of Illinois at Chicago

ORGANIZATIONS PRESENT:

Alpha Psi Lambda

Alpha Rho Lambda

Chi Upsilon Sigma

Gamma Phi Omega

Gamma Zeta Alpha

Kappa Delta Chi

Lambda Sigma Upsilon

Lambda Theta Alpha

Lambda Theta Nu

Lambda Theta Phi

Lambda Upsilon Lambda

Omega Delta Phi

Omega Phi Beta

Sigma Lambda Beta

Sigma Lambda Gamma

Not present: Sigma Lambda Upsilon, Lambda Alpha Upsilon, Nu Alpha Kappa, Sigma Iota Alpha, Phi Iota Alpha

Welcome/Introductions

Expectations:

· One organization that covers all of our rules

· Establish vital communication

· NALFO project update

· Better working relationships

· Mutual collaboration/locally/nationally

· Go forward

· One organization to encompass all without biases

· Unite the community

· Commitment

· Progress & unity for all organizations 

· Continuing the networking

· Help come together as leaders

· Come to solutions/explore

· Respect

· To learn

· Forum for discussion/action

· Listen

PROGRESS REPORTS:

Aimee:  Incorporation, 501c3 status, liability insurance, arranging Chicago summit, and Sacramento conference.  Most likely inc. in Massachusetts or connect.  Pursuing tax exempt status at the same time.  Contact several agents for liability insurance.  Looking for opportunities of publicity, press, etc.  Referred to issue, which referenced both CNHL and NALFO in article.  

Monica: Creating membership, organizing, etc. Present member organizations are as follows: 6 sororities, 4 fraternities and 1 co-ed fraternity.  Include promoting of Latino Greeks on a professional level, recognition on both local and national levels by Greek advisors.  Through articles, reports, conferences, also referred to an article.  Future article to be published on Latino Greeks.  Latina will be publishing something in September.  Attended conference in New Orleans, presented NALFO to administrators across the nation.  Are extremely interested in what the Latino Greeks are doing and are recognizing their efforts.  

Carlos:  collected all dues from member organizations, researched for incorporation and 501c3 status.  Looking to file in the near future.  

Steve:  primarily working on website, putting together different designs for new logo for NALFO.  Will probably have this finalized by December.  Working on Sacramento convention for September

Laura:  helped organize Chicago summit along with Alpha Psi Lambda, worked on membership application packets, sent to interested organizations.

Valentin:  reviewed constitution and bylaws, has sent out for legal review, still pending.  Discussed clause in the constitution.  Working on alcohol policy and hazing policy to be used as a powerful tool for Universities to see.  Worked with Aimee on regionalization, researched for more effective regions.  Maintains sanity of meeting. 

SESSION I:

Lea - thanked NALFO for inviting them to the summit, stated that all organizations are representing themselves not as CNHL.   Announced that only 3 delegates will be speaking (Patricia Morales, Julio Marenco, Dan Bertrand, Claudia Barrera).  

Claudia - stated that in February CNHL agreed to drop their agenda in order to meet with NALFO with the possibility of forming one large council.  The intentions are not to merge the organizations, but to form a brand new council from the beginning.  

Derrick - raised a question regarding the beliefs of CNHL and how it pertains to the constitution, are they willing to create new beliefs?  Julio let Lea responded to the first questions regarding why it took so long for CNHL to respond.  Sandra responded to the second part in regards to the beliefs, she stressed new beginnings, same ideals and beliefs.  

Dan - spoke about the need for one council, reflected on what happened that led to the development of NALFO.  Explained that both organizations are running with the exact same ideals and purpose.  

Jen – agreed that Lambda Theta Nu should belong to one council, finds it difficult not to be able to ask questions directly to CNHL considering they are not present.  Many questions are left unanswered

Sioban – is wondering what the problem is in regards to establishing one council, what exactly is preventing this from happening.  Aimee responded with three problems:  regulatory body, different membership requirements and issue of how we represent Greeks in the collegiate world.

Monica – on a professional level it is important for us to become one council, to make it easier for recognition on campuses nationwide.  She doesn’t think that we can come to any firm decisions today because we need to return to our organizations and discuss this with them.  Not all questions will be answered today, which is okay, we need to begin from today.  Any issues that NEED to be addressed we’ll try to address them but we need to move forward.  She feels that it would be a disservice to us if we don’t integrate, bad publicity or bad press.  It will not look professional considering all the time and effort that was put into the councils. 

Maribel – what is it that the individual organizations disagree with what NALFO is doing.  She mentioned that it was never a problem for establishing one council, nobody is disagreeing.  NALFO has accomplished so much in a year’s time.

Derek –  (Steve)

Motion:  Derrick moved to end discussion until the board can meet with CNHL

2nd;  nobody

Failed

Patricia – would like to open discussion in regards questions or concerns that still exist.  Nobody is dropping the ball instead we are trying to come together.  Lea spoke for the remainder of her time.  Expressed that the sororities are in need for a council.  

Aimee: interjected in regards to CNHL presenting themselves as CNHL to the summit instead of individual organizations, this was not made clear to the NALFO board.  

Point of clarification (Claudia) – maybe the choice words of starting from scratch was not the best choice, she felt that merger would have a negative connotation.  

Julio – Academic community, non-Greek Latinos, etc., discussed other issues at hand that we need to consider, quantity is the way you will get recognized. Yielded time to Juan Rodriguez (Sigma Lambda Beta) clarified that CNHL does not have any hidden agendas they are out of good will asking that we work together. 

Monica – referenced a book that was an agreement between 26 female organizations that needed representation by a council.  Possibilities of having 16 organizations come together and establish a council is positive.  

Dan – size is not an issue for eligibility requirements.

Patricia yielded floor to James – we need to stand by our ideals of our organizations, promoting cultural awareness other organization’s ideals.  Important to help Latina sororities to be recognized on a national level.  Losing creditability is also a possibility if we don’t come together.  Apologized to NALFO organizations for shutting out the smaller organizations.  Gave examples of requirements for eligibility:


The organization should have 501c3 status


Should have a national governing board


National insurance liability policy


To be located outside 1state

BREAK FOR LUNCH!!!

Returned @ 1:50pm

Aimee:  Discussed issues that we will accept as a resolution, clarifications, arguments, etc.  Nothing has been decided by anyone.  

Lea:  offered NALFO membership the chance to speak among themselves.

Motion:  move that the member org of NALFO break and meet to discuss the issues presented by CNHL

2nd:  Dan

Allotted thirty minutes maximum to discuss

Favor:  unanimous

2:05 - 2:35pm open discussion

Added 15 minutes to open discussion

Motion:  Valentin moves to propose an exploratory board comprised of CNHL & NALFO representatives as appointed by their organizations with full power of their respective board

2nd: Leo

Favor:  Unanimous

Motion:  Valentin Two basic points are to study the logistics (ex: timelines, structure, costs, etc.) and propose a formal plan of action.

2nd:  Maribel

Favor:  Unanimous

BREAK @ 4:15pm   returned  4:50 pm

Motion:  Monica moves to propose an exploratory committee comprised of maximum of one member per Latino Greek organization as appointed by their organizations’ respective board.  With the intent to formalize a plan of action by August 14, 1999.

2nd:  Leo

Friendly amendment: Leo – that the representation be limited to the current membership of CNHL & NALFO as of June 5, 1999.

Monica accepted

Friendly amendment: Antonia propose to change part of the motion to read “To formalize a plan of action by August 14,1999.”

Monica accepted

Favor: passed                

Motion:  Carlos – adjourn

2nd:  Laura

Favor: passed

GOOD-BYE!

Revised on 9/19/99 in accordance to the UC Davis convention minutes.  Any reference to the summit as a conference was changed to read summit.

Minutes approved on 9/11/99 – Davis, CA
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